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performed hardier deeds than these Jesuits of the
Huron mission; yet, after three years of unremitting
toil, they could (1640) count but a hundred converts
out of a population of 16,000, and these were for the
most part sick infants or aged persons, who had died
soon after baptism. The rugged braves scorned the
approaches of the fathers, and unmercifully tormented
their converts; the medicine-men waged continual
warfare on their work; smallpox and the Iroquois
were decimating the people.

Jogues was (1642) sent down to the colonies for
supplies for the missions, but with his Huron com-
panions was captured by an Iroquois war-party, who
led them to the Mohawk towns. There most of the
Hurons were killed, and Jogues and his donné, René
Goupil, were tortured and mutilated, and made to
serve as slaves to their savage jailers. Finally Gou-
pil, a promising young physician, was killed, and
Jogues, being rescued by the Dutch allies of the
Mohawks, was sent to Europe. Supplies thus fail-
ing them, the Huron missionaries were in a sad
plight until finally (1644) relieved by an expedition
to the lower country undertaken at great hazards by
Brébeuf, Garreau, and No&l Chabanel. The same
season, Francis Joseph Bressani, attempting to reach
the Huron missions, had been captured and tortured
by Mohawks; like Jogues, he was rescued through
Dutch intercession and sent back to Europe, but both
of these zealots were soon back again facing the cruel
dangers of their chosen task.

A temporary peace followed, in 1645, and the hope
of the Jesuits was rekindled, for they now had five
missions in-+as many Huron towns, and another
established for Algonkins who were resident in the



